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[ Abstract] Metastasis is the process by which cancer cells spread from the primary lesion to surround-
ing tissues and distant organs. Distant metastasis is one of the major causes of death in patients. Understand-
ing the mechanism of invasion and metastasis of malignant tumors is of great significance for preventing the
development of tumors. The distant metastasis of tumor is mainly through lymphatic system and blood circu-
lation system,and eventually leads to the invasion and proliferation of cancer cells in distant organs. The tradi-
tional view is that cancer cells originating from epithelial tissue will first metastasize to the lymph nodes in the
drainage area and spread through the lymphatic system leading to distant metastasis. However,recent experi-
mental results and clinical data suggest that colorectal cancer derived from epithelial tissue may lead to distant
metastasis without lymph node metastasis. This article reviewed the research progress of distant metastasis
pathway of colorectal cancer,in order to provide new ideas for treatment.
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