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Relationship between negative cognitive characteristics

with depression in male prisoners”
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate the relationship between the negative thoughts characteristics with
depression in male jail prisoners. Methods A total of 1 000 male prisoners in a prison conducted the group
psychological assessment by adopting the Automatic Thoughts Questionnaire (ATQ) , Self-rating Depression
Scale (SDS). The results conducted the statistical analysis. Results (1) The positive rate of prisoners auto-
matic thoughts was 62. 90%. (2) The ATQ scores showed significant differences among the age groups (P<<C
0.01),the aged prisoners had more automatic thoughts. (3) The ATQ score had statistically significant differ-
ence among different marital status (P<C0. 05). The ATQ score in the divorced prisoners was higher than that
in the unmarried and the married prisoners. (4) There was no statistically significant difference in the ATQ
scores among the prisoners with different prison terms and remaining terms (P =>0. 05),but the ATQ score
had significant differences among the prisoners with different served time (P <C0. 01),the ATQ score in the
prisoners with within one served year was significantly higher than that in the other prisoners. (5) The ATQ
score in the prisoners with multiple going to prison was significantly higher than that in the prisoners with
first going to jail (P<C0.01). (6) The ATQ scores showed significant difference among different depression
degrees (P<C0.01),and the ATQ score was positively correlated with the SDS score (P <C0. 01). Conclusion
The negative cognition of male prisoners in prison is obvious,which is significantly related to depression.
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