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[Abstract] Objective To describe the characteristics of post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symp-
tom network and to identify core symptoms for patients with acute myocardial infarction. Methods A ques-
tionnaire survey was conducted among 256 patients with acute myocardial infarction in two hospitals in Guan-
gzhou by convenient sampling. The symptom network density and node characteristics of each PTSD symptom
were analyzed through network analysis. Results Nearly 142 (55. 47 %) patients with acute myocardial infarc-
tion had PTSD. Compared with the non-PTSD group,the density of symptom network in each dimension was
lower in the PTSD group. The core symptoms in the re-experience dimension and avoidance dimension were
different between two groups. “As if you were experiencing the traumatic event again” and “Avoiding thinking
or talking about the traumatic event” were the core symptoms among patients with PTSD. Conclusion The
core symptoms among PTSD patients can be considered as significant target for treatment.
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