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Risk factors of corneal foreign body
Hu Jia ,Zhang Ning , Zou Yanhong”
(Department o f Ophthalmology ,First Hospital of Qinghua University ,Beijing 100020, China)
Abstract: Objective To investigate the risk factors of corneal foreign body and to explore the effective ways of prevention and
management. Methods A prospective study was conducted from August to October in 2009 on outpatients with corneal foreign
body. Results

men. Only 29. 9% of the patients presented at the hospital within 24 hours of the injury,91. 8% of the patients used inappropriately

A total of 194 patients were included in the study. The average age was 34. 6+9. 7years,and 97. 4% (n=189) were

methods as self treatment. 83. 5% of the injuries were work-related and all of them were caused by the use of high-powered tools in
activities such as grinding, welding and hammering. Of the work-related eye injuries,only 8. 0% reported to having used personal
protective equipment(PPE) at the time of injury. Only 34. 6 % had been ever issued PPE,and these workers would prefer to use it
than those without PPE issued(P<C0. 01). However,among all the work-related injuries,68. 5% of the patients never use PPE at
work,and 14. 2% did not believe that PPE could protect them from injuries. Conclusion Work-related trauma is the most common
cause of corneal foreign body. Young men working with power tools are at high risk. Preventive strategies are not adequate in place
and the lack of awareness and compliance limit their effectives. The adequacy and functionality of PPE should be emphasized.
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