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Diagnostic value of mammography in axillary lymph node metastasis of breast cancer
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Abstract: Objective To evaluate diagnostic value of mammography in axillary lymph node metastasis of breast cancer. Methods
Preoperative mammography was employed to 165 patients of breast cancer,evaluation of mammographic diagnostic grade was con-
ducted,and the highest density or the maximum size of axillary lymph node in each patient underwent pathological examination,and
the results were compared with that of axillary lymph nodes in each patient after surgery. Results Among 165 patients with breast
cancer,82 cases of axillary lymph nodes metastasis were uncovered by postoperative pathological examination. There were 56 patho-
logically confirmed cases of axillary lymph nodes metastasis among 106 cases of breast cancer that were detected by mammography.
There were further 26 confirmed cases out of 59 that were missed by mammography. The probability of the occurrence of axillary
lymph node metastasis seems to correlate with the density and the short-axis diameter size of lymph nodes as well as the grade of
diagnostic mammography. Conclusion Mammography is a simpy and basic radialogic method to evaluate metastasis of axillary

lymph nodes in breast cancer,which could be benefit to a comprehensive assessment of patients before surgery.
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