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Effects of antidepressant treatment on visual reaction time of patients with depressive disorder
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Abstract : Objective
order. Methods

disorder were selected as depression group and treated with paroxetine. Hamilton depression scale-17 (HAMD-17) was used to

To explore the effects of antidepressant treatment on visual reaction time of patients with depressive dis-

32 patients met the Chinese classification and diagnostic criteria of mental disorders-3(CCMD-3) for depressive

evaluate their depressive symptoms, EP102-1 multi-functional reaction time analyzer and computer reaction time measurement soft-
ware system were employed to detect their visual reaction time before treatment and 8 weeks after treatment. Another 32 staffs and
students with similar age,gender and education to patients in depression group were chosen as control group. Results  After treat-
ment in depression group, HAMD-17 scores of patients were significantly lower,and detection indexes of visual simple reaction time
and complex reaction time were shorter than those before treatment(P<C0. 01). But the mean and the shortest reaction time of pa-
tients in depression group were still shorter than those in control group(P<C0. 05) ,and the longest reaction time and error reaction

rates of them showed no statistically significant difference when compared with those in control group(P>>0. 05). Conclusion The

detection indexes of reaction time can reflect condition of patients with depressive disorder to some extent.
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